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CMS Christmas Holiday Party December 4, 2015
starting at 6:30pm (note earlier time)!!!!
Happy 95th Birthday Jim Hurlbut!!!
Nomination: James Hurlbut, National Rockhound Hall of
Fame
From: Beth Simmons, RMFMS Colorado State Director,
1420 S. Reed St., Lakewood, CO 80232
In honor Jim Hurlbut’s 95th birthday, December 31, 2015, I
nominate him for the National Rockhound Hall of Fame. Jim
has been a major contributor to many Denver area rock clubs
as a member, field trip leader, officer, exhibit judge. He
started his rock club membership in the Colorado Mineral
Society in the 1940s, where he taught a mineralogy class in
1951, served as Vice-President from 1950-51, President from
1952-1953 and 1955-1956, field trip chairman in 1956-57,
nominations chair in 1957-1958, served as Trustee. Jim
joined the Littleton Gem and Mineral Club, closer to his
home, when they organized. He has always been an active
player in the Greater Denver Gem and Mineral Council
which oversees the Greater Denver Gem and Mineral show,
serving as officer in many positions, and overseeing the
competitive exhibits for many years. After serving as the
President host for the RMFMS convention in Denver in 1957
after he attended his first AFMS convention in Minneapolis
in 1956, he was elected President of the RMFMS Federation
Continued on Page 3
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President's Message
By Bruce G. Sales
Greetings to everyone, tis the season for snow
and cold.
It is with heavy heart that I write my last
President’s message; I don’t know where the
last three years have gone. My time as President
comes to an end on December 31st and I will
take over the duties of Trustee to the Greater
Denver Area Gem and Mineral Council. I wish
to acknowledge the degree of progressiveness
displayed by the Colorado Mineral Society
(CMS), I know of no other organization that
would have a homeless man as its vicepresident much less as its president.
CMS will hold its annual Christmas Potluck
Party on Friday the 4th of December 2015, at
6:30pm at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 10th &
Garrison in Lakewood. We will be starting at
6:30pm instead of 7:30pm and we need help
setting up the church and help cleaning up after
the party. The party will have something for
everyone, there will be a pot luck dinner, bring
a dish to share. There will be a gift exchange,
bring a wrapped gift and get a wrapped gift.
There will be a cake steal, always fun and
entertaining. We will have our traditional
display theme of “Red and Green” minerals,
bring your best or most unique red and green
minerals. There will be a visit from the man
from the far great white north. And of course,
the best part is the chance to socialize with your
fellow mineral collectors. See Page 3 for
additional details on the party. In addition to all
of the fun we will have an election for the open
positions on the Board of Directors.
P.O. Box 280755, Lakewood, Colorado 80228-0755
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Library: Kevin Atwater
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Representatives (Board Members)
Denver Council Rep: Daryl Lamb 303-993-6685
Denver Show Rep: Dale Gann 720-981-5526
COLORADO MINERAL SOCIETY (CMS) was founded in
1936 by a group of distinguished individuals within the
mineralogical field. The organization was incorporated as a
non-profit, educational organization in 1948. The Society is
affiliated with the Colorado Federation of Gem and Mineral
Societies, Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical
Societies, and the American Federation of Mineralogical
Societies, a founding member of each group.
PURPOSE: To promote the study of minerals and other
geologic materials, to encourage mineral collecting as a hobby
and to conduct public meetings, lectures, and field trips, and to
engage in all activities which relate to said purposes of the
organization.
MEETINGS: General membership meetings start at 7:30 PM
on the first Friday of each month, October through May, at St.
Paul's Episcopal Church, at 10th and Garrison in Lakewood,
CO. Displays are set up by members about one-half hour before
meetings. Specimens may be available for sale and trade.
VISITORS and GUESTS are welcome.
BOARD MEETINGS: The board members meet once a
month to complete the executive business and affairs of the
Society. Meetings will start at 7:00 PM usually the third
Tuesday of each month. Additional meeting times, if necessary,
may be called by the President or any three members of the
board and will be announced at the general or board meetings.
MEMBERSHIP: Open to all persons who agree to abide by
Society rules and rules of the Federations. Annual fees: $16.00
for a Family or Newsletter Membership, $14.00 for a Single
Membership, $12.00 for a Senior Membership (single or family
over 65), and $12.00 for junior members under the age of 18
who are not included in a family. Name badges are available
for a one-time fee of $7.50.
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ANNUAL EVENTS: Yearly activities include a silent auction
of minerals, fossils, gems, jewelry, equipment and other items
related to our interests; participation in the Colorado Contintail, the largest mineral swap show in Colorado; participation
as a member of the Greater Denver Area Gem and Mineral
Council in sponsoring the largest gem and mineral show in
Colorado; and the Founder's Day celebration.
FIELD TRIPS: The Society sponsors several field trips from
Spring through Fall for the purpose of collecting minerals,
crystals, and fossils. These trips are one-day, two-day, and
occasionally several-day adventures. A field trip guide is
published each year in May.
NEWSLETTER GUIDELINES: CMS has a proud history
of promoting the education and pure enjoyment of the
mineralogical world. At the very heart of its existence are the
many volunteers and contributors who spend their time and
efforts in direct support of the club’s mission. The CMS
official newsletter MINERAL MINUTES is published
monthly during the active meeting season (October through
May) and a summer edition, and is the primary way the club’s
activities and mission are communicated to its members and
prospective members. On that basis, the Board of Directors
would like to offer the following content guidelines for CMS
newsletter contributions:
 Formal announcements concerning club business and/or
membership
 Information around mineral-related education opportunities
or fundraising activities
 Stories or history that concentrate on the edifying aspects of
mineral collection and education
 Sharing of personal mineral-related experience from field
trips or other related adventures serving an educational
purpose
 Announcements of volunteer/leadership opportunities for the
club or club representation
 Worthy news events or discoveries related to mineralogy or
geology that align to club’s core interests
 Appropriate announcements regarding mineral shows, onetime mineral related events, mineral auctions, sale of private
collections and/or equipment, etc.
 Information around relevant donations and/or gifts made
available to the club or club members
Please note that the editor may correct spelling, syntax, or
content to conserve space and is also entitled to bring
contributions in compliance with newsletter guidelines
Any material herein may be reproduced by any club if proper
credit is given. Material from many sources is used in the
Mineral Minutes. While it is believed that these items are
accurate, neither the editor nor CMS assumes any liability for
their use. Advertiser's claims are their own, and their products
are not warranted by CMS.
Deadline for publication is the 24th of the month prior to
publication. All correspondence to Mineral Minutes should be
sent to Editor, P.O. Box 280755, Lakewood, Colorado 802280755 or by email to:

editor.coloradomineralsociety@gmail.com.
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Christmas Holiday
Potluck Party

Jim Hurlbut (Continued)
in 1957, and served as CMS General Chairman of the
Denver AFMS show. He served as Rules Chairman
for the RMFMS and AFMS for many years and
regularly attends mineralogical and rockhounding
events across the country. Jim Hurlbut is one of few
who can boast of over 65 years of active membership
and service to the regional and national rockhound
community.
Editors Note: See Page 6 for more info.

Friday, December 4th at 6:30pm
St. Paul Episcopal Church
9200 W. 10th Ave, Lakewood, CO 80215
(10th Avenue and Garrison Street)
Come celebrate the season with good company, fun
things to do, entertainment, good food, and contests.
Note that we are starting the celebration an hour
earlier. Here are some of the activities we are
planning and need all to pitch in and volunteer to help:
 Gift Exchange - bring a rock related gift
(approximately $10), then you will receive a gift.
We have our own “rock tree” to place your
packages under.
 Cake Steal - we need cakes for our cake table.
Tickets will be $1.00 for a chance to win one.
Please donate a cake.
 Mineral Challenges - one challenge for the
professional rockhounds, one for the amateurs, and
one for the kids with prizes for the first, second,
and third place finishers.
 Raffle – a raffle of six very nice mineral
specimens.
 Display cases - bring your red and green rocks,
minerals or gems for the cases.
 Music –David and Jennifer Knies will entertain us
with holiday music.
 Pot Luck Food - bring your favorite party pot
luck food! We will have plates, flatwear, napkins,
cups, drinks, and condiments.
 Mitten Tree - Please bring kids mittens, hats, and
scarfs to donate to St. Paul’s mitten tree. We like
to say thank you to the Church for hosting our
meetings throughout the year by donating to the
mitten tree.
 Visitor from the North - we will have a visitor
from the North, farther than Point Barrow.

CMS Membership Dues
Reminder
CMS memberships run from January 1st to
December 31st. You can pay your dues in three
ways:
1. Pay with cash or check at the general meetings
the first Friday of each month from October
through May, except for the December Holiday
party. Look for the Membership Chairperson to
obtain a receipt and membership card.
2. Send a check made out to “Colorado Mineral
Society” or “CMS” to P.O. Box 280755,
Lakewood, Colorado 80228-0755. Please do not
send cash through the mail. Pick up your
membership card at the next general meeting.
Cards not picked up will be mailed to you.
3. Fill out a membership form and bring cash or
check to a field trip to receive a temporary
membership card.
CMS Membership Fees:
Family: $16 per year
Single: $14 per year
Senior 65+ (single or family): $12 per year
Junior (<12 years old): $12 per year
Also, due to RMFMS insurance and liability
purposes, we need to know the month and year of
your children's birthdays, so please provide this
information when you renew your membership. The
children’s information will not be published. A new
membership form is located on the CMS website at
www.coloradominerialsociety.com.

With all of this activity going on, we need everyone
who can, come to the church on December 4th at 5:00
pm to set up and decorate the tables, bring your cakes
in, help with the food, and decorate the tree. The party
will start at 6:30 pm. Then after the party, we need to
get everything back together even better than we found
it when we came in.

If you ordered a name badge, they will be available
at the general meetings to pick up. Alternative
methods of delivery for name badges may be
available if you cannot attend a general meeting.
Contact Cara Reynolds or Amber Brenzikofer to
coordinate.
Colorado Mineral Society
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January 2016 CMS General Meeting Notice
Because the January meeting falls on January 1st, the CMS Board is looking at alternative dates and possibly a
different venue. The January meeting date, time, and location will be put on the CMS website, as well as sent
out in an email and published in the next newsletter. Stay tuned.

CMS Officer and Appointed Board Positions Available
CMS is seeking expressions of interest for new Officers and appointed Board members. Please contact Bruce
Sales or one of the other Board members if you have an interest. Voting/appointments will occur at the
December meeting. Available positions include:
 President (3‐year term)
 Secretary
 Assistant Membership Chairperson
 Assistant Field Trip Leader
 Assistant Junior Rockhound Chairperson
The President’s duties include acting with executive power in conducting the routine affairs, activities, and
functions of CMS; presiding at all meetings of CMS and the Board; and appointing committee chairpersons or
entire committees as needed (appointment of committee chairpersons must be approved by a majority of the
elected officers).
The Secretary’s duties include participating in the monthly Board meeting as a voting member, taking meeting
notes at the CMS general meetings and Board meetings, and preparing meeting minutes for the CMS newsletter.
The Assistant Membership Chairperson’s duties would be to provide support to the current Membership
Chairperson at CMS general meetings to collect and process dues; attend CMS and Board meetings in the
absence of the Membership Chairperson, as needed, to give updates; provide support for the membership
database (Microsoft Access experience is helpful); and help prepare the annual membership directory.
The Assistant Field Trip Leader’s duties including working with the Field Trip Coordinator to research and
organize field trips; help prepare the field trip guide each spring; and attend CMS and Board meetings in the
absence of the Field Trip Coordinator, as needed, to give updates.
The Assistant Junior Rockhound Chairperson’s duties include helping the Junior Rockhound Chairperson to
prepare for and conduct the junior program at the CMS general meetings.

New CMS Members
First Listing
 Carly Smyt
 Kathryn Nichols
 Ron and Ann Wankner
 DJ Vittum & family
 Derrick and Jennifer Moss
& family
 Csaba Galambos & family
 Tessa Bopp and Zac Dieter
Bopp & family

Second Listing
 Lori Guziak and Steve Jensen
 Terri Harris
 Ron Lucero & family
 Pete Medina
 Kirsten LeRay Porch
 Sean Ross
 Glenn Schoales
 Justin and Julia Trostel & family

Per CMS Bylaws, comments concerning new, first listing members should be
formally submitted to the President.
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Free Lapidary
Journals
Available
Free to good home:
About 25 years worth of
back issues of the
Lapidary Journal. The
dates look to be from
1965-1989ish. They are
in large binders and are
in very good condition.
Please contact Denise
Pickard if interested.

December 2015

CMS Junior Rockhounds - No December Program
The CMS Junior Rockhounds Program will not be meeting in December -- instead, enjoy the Christmas Party! At
the party, the Junior Rockhounds will have an opportunity to practice their mineral identification skills on a
collection of specimens from the Ditty Trust Estate. Correct identification of at least six different minerals
satisfies Requirement 1.2 of the Rocks & Mineral badge in the AFMS Future Rockhounds of America program.
I would again like to thank the very generous donors of minerals and other materials for the CMS Junior
Rockhounds Program this past year! A young lady especially appreciated a gift of minerals for her collection. She
wrote in a card, "Thank you very much for my rocks it means a lot to me. Also, I promise to take care of them.
...Thank you lot and hope I would be able to see your rocks." Thank you, all, for specimens that encourage our
young persons' interests in the earth sciences (and math and science in general)!
With gratitude from the CMS Junior Rockhounds Program,
Lewis Reynolds, Coordinator

November 6th Raffle News
Thank you to those who donated these great specimens, it is fun to see the happy smiles when their number
is called to be a winner!!! November’s tickets sold were $133, with the retail value of $115. These funds are
spent on CMS education, the purchase of library materials, and the state science fair awards. The most popular
specimen was the arsenopyrite from Mexico ($63) from the Judith Holmes Collection and won by John Smith.
Laura Johnston’s ticket was drawn for the wulfenite specimen from Mexico ($16) and was donated by Rocky
Mountain Gems and Minerals. The descloizite specimen from New Mexico ($16) was donated by GEOdyssey
and won by the lucky Bob Heckman, who also won the wulfenite specimen from Mexico ($15) donated by Self-AWare Minerals. Mark Danuser won the microcline feldspar specimen ($11) donated from the Charles Spletz
Collection. Chris Keilman claimed the dolomite specimen ($12) donated by Marcus Lieberman.
Thanks to Jennifer Knies and Rygel Reynolds for helping with the raffle.
Congratulations to all our lucky winners!
Submitted by Amber Brenzikofer, CMS Deputy Raffle
Manager

Judith Holmes Collection
Charles Spletz Collection
Marcus Lieberman
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AFMS All American Club Award
CMS submitted a club scrapbook in the 2015 All American Club competition, which was sponsored by the
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). There were six entries from large and small clubs from
all regions. CMS is part of the Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies (RMFMS) and the only
entry from RMFMS. CMS won the Bronze Award for Large Clubs. Here is an excerpt from the AFMS
December 2015 newsletter written by Regina Kapta, the All American Club Chairperson, about CMS’s entry:
“The club was very active with field trips – their field trip guide was incredible – and they’ve
adopted the Jr Rockhound program for their junior members. Along with an exceptional
newsletter, they also have a very informative website at www.coloradomineralsociety.org.”
Descriptions of the other club entries and awards can be found at www.amfed.org/news/n2015_12.pdf.

AFMS Website Award
The CMS website won the RMFMS website competition earlier this year (see the November 2015 CMS
newsletter). That allowed our website to be submitted to the AFMS website competition. CMS came in 7th place.
Congratulations to our webmaster, Julio Edwards, for his hard work and dedication. A list of winners can be found
at www.amfed.org/news/n2015_12.pdf.

Denver Gem & Mineral Show Mini Report November 2015
Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped to put on the 2015 Denver Gem & Mineral Show. There were a total
of 518 volunteers, comprised of 344 club members, 47 Show Committee members, and 127 people from the nonprofit and public sector organizations. The show certainly depends on all the club member volunteers and they
always show up to do all the jobs that need to be done. So we sincerely thank you all. Now it's time to start
planning the 2016 show. Planning for the next show starts promptly after the prior show. The dates for the 2016
show are September 16 - 18, 2016. The theme for the show is Minerals of Africa. The Show Chair is Lesley Sebol.
Lesley is an active member of several clubs - the Littleton Gem & Mineral Club, the Colorado Mineral Society, the
North Jeffco Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. and the Friends of the CSM Geology Museum. If you have any ideas or
suggestions for the show, Lesley would like to hear from you and can be reached at lsebol@yahoo.com.
The Show Committee is the group that does all the planning for the show and is composed of about 55 members
from the local clubs. That may seem like a large group, but the committee is always in need of new faces with new
ideas for the show. Technologies change and the Denver show scene changes so the show has to stay current with
all these changes. A strong Show Committee is needed to carry the show into the future. If you enjoy the show,
perhaps you would like to be more involved with the planning. You could join the Show Committee as an At Large
member until you decide where your talents fit in. There are many jobs for the show - Admissions, Dealers,
Exhibits, Publicity, Security, Buildings & Grounds, Judging, Schools, Hospitality, Website, Fluorescent Room,
Signs, Trophies, Posters, Show Program, International Room, and Club Liaison. Do you see one that might interest
you?
Each club has a representative to the Show Committee. These folks are: Dale Gann for the Colorado Mineral
Society, Gerry Naugle for the Flatirons Mineral Club, Jim Hurlbut for Friends of Mineralogy, Joe Payne for the
Denver Gem & Mineral Guild, Ian Duncanson for the Littleton Gem & Mineral Club, Ron Knoshaug for the North
Jeffco Gem & Mineral Club, Judy Knoshaug for the Mile Hi Rock and Mineral Society, and Jordan Sawdo for the
Western Interior Paleontological Society. Contact the representative for your club and tag along to a meeting. The
Show Committee meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month (except December, February and July) at
the Denver Museum of Nature & Science. The meetings start at 7:30 p.m. We would be happy to welcome you.
Respectfully submitted, Judy Knoshaug, Secretary
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Taken from Denver Gem & Mineral Guild Tips & Chips Newsletter, December 2015
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CMS General Meeting on November 6, 2015
Attendance: 89 total
Bruce Sales opened the meeting with a welcome to all new members and visitors.
Christmas party December 4, 2015 - pot luck, cake walk, gift exchange, mitten tree, and a mineral challenge.
Amber Brenzikofer:
 Introduced all the people who donated to the raffle, and described all the minerals that were set up for tonight's raffle.
All the funds that are made from the raffle are for education.
 Everyone is encouraged to sign up and have the newsletters electronically sent to them, if possible.
Cara Reynolds:
 Read the names of all the new members
 Currently there are 242 member units and 17 children, which gives us a total of 370 member
Debbie Kalscheur:
 Asked if anyone has any ideas for the educational program for 2016, please get with her to express your ideas
Cheryl Harrison made an announcement that they were having an open house and everyone is invited to attend on November
23, 2015 from 5-9pm.
Lesley Sebol made an announcement that the Littleton Club will have their auction on Saturday, November 21, 2015 invited to
an open house please sign up.
Littleton Gem and Mineral Club auction announcement.
Guest Speaker: Gary Rowe had an open discussion on the past field trips and asked for feedback from the club members to
better serve everyone for future field trips.
Winners for the Raffle:
Laura Johnston, Viola Padilla, Marge Regel, Leslie Osgood, DJ Vittum, Dennis Boyer, Kate Chavez, Mark Danuser,
Brenda Wray, Katherine Brannan, Dan Wray, Barbara Eahehart, Marcus Lieberman, Amber Brenzikofer, Nels Grevstad,
Star Edwards, Chris Keilman, Carly Smyt, Dennis Beale, Bob Chavez, James Pool, David Knies, Donna Roberts, Cindy
Breithaupt, Kathy Nichols, Don Bray, Bill Harrison, Adriana Cozzi, Pegg Sziklas, Ann Wankner, Denny Vittum, Andy
Sprenger, Cheryl Harrison, Jack Gray, Jack Sprenger, Merlin Schreffler, Don Moore

CMS Board Meeting on November 17, 2015
Attendance: Bruce Sales, Gary Rowe, Debbie Kalscheur, Sandra Gonzales, Howie Houk, Leslie Osgood, Daryl Lamb, Amber
Brenzikofer, and Eva Siemonsma (by phone)
Bruce Sales call the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.
Old News
Re-define Family for Membership - put on hold.
CMS Life Members: Cara Reynolds is looking at all the names of past members to see if anyone met the requirements for Life
Time Members. Currently Jack Sliemers and Leslie Osgood will be honored in January for being Life Time Members for
25 years.
Education: Debbie Kalscheur, Payments need to be reconciled with educational instructors and will work with the treasurer to
make sure everyone is paid Working on educational programs for 2016. If you have any suggestions get with Debbie.
Christmas Party: December 4, 2015 - Starts at 6:30pm - Need Volunteers to set up at 5pm. Santa Clause will be at the party
with gifts for the Junior Rockhounds. Bring your Red and Green minerals, $10 gift exchange, cake walk, and pot luck bring your favorite dish to share with everyone, mineral identification challenge (Professional, Amateur, Kids). Glove and
mitten tree will be available if you want to donate.
Sandra Gonzales will be the interim secretary until a person is found to replace her.
Please note January 8th will be the next date for the CMS club meeting - Gary will follow up with the church to make sure this
date is available.
Denver Show Update: Bruce will forward the preliminary financial reports to the board members.
An official vote from the Board was called to order to vote for the president of the Council. The official vote was for Martin
Hanou for the President of the Council. Daryl Lamb will represent the vote of the board to the next Council Meeting on
November 18, 2015.
New Business:
Upcoming Speakers:
January - Dave and Jennifer Knies - Spanish Pyrite
March - Bob Christy - Arkansas Quartz
February - Video? TBD
April - TBD
Newsletter deadline: November 20th.
Meeting adjourned.
Submitted by Sandra Gonzales, Secretary
Colorado Mineral Society
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Lakewood, CO 80228

FIRST CLASS MAIL

If the Metro Denver area
declares the roads on accident
alert during a snowfall on
meeting night, consider the
CMS general meeting canceled.
UPCOMING MEETINGS
CMS Holiday Party – December
Date: December 4th, 2015 Time: 6:30pm
(an hour earlier)
Place: St. Paul's Episcopal Church,
Lakewood
Regular CMS Meeting - January
Date: TBD Time: 7:30pm
Place: TBD

Rocky Mountain Federation News
The Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical
Societies (RMFMS) is made up of 78 clubs
representing 13 Western states. The
Rocky Mountain Federation News
is published monthly and is
located at www.rmfms.org.

A.F.M.S Newsletter
The American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies (A.F.M.S)
serves seven regional federations, including
RMFMS. The A.F.M.S Newsletter is published
monthly and is located at
http://www.amfed.org/news/default.htm

http://www.coloradomineralsociety.org

